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“We will be a church that brings about conversion and transformation by being the representation of 
Christ to our community, because we provide refuge for the lost and broken, promote strong, healthy 

 spiritual families, and represent a body of Spirit led worship.” 

AUGUST    Expanding Christ’s Kingdom Through Faith, Hope, & Love        2016 

A Note from Pastor Brandon 

August is upon us, and I would like to first start off by wishing our students and teachers a wonderful school 
year. I also ask that everyone would join with me in prayer over our students and teachers. They face some of 
the biggest challenges in this day and age, more than ever before. 

Speaking of challenges, there is something self evident that we all know to be true. Life is full of them, and I 
would like to take a moment to talk about this. 

In the history recorded in Acts we see a moment where Stephen, the first Christian martyr, gives his defense 
before the High Priest and Jewish leaders of the time. In part of his defense, explaining why he was a          
follower of Jesus, Stephen says this: 

“And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him and rescued him out 
of all his afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler 
over Egypt and over all his household.” (Acts 7:9-10,ESV) 

Obviously, Stephen is saying this to point out that the leaders before him were like the patriarchs then.       
Stephen may even include the phrase:  

“You stiff necked people, uncircumcised in your hearts and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As 
your fathers did, so do you.” (Acts 7:51,ESV) 

However, there is more to what Stephen says that we can learn from today, because Stephen keys into a    
moment in the history about a man named Joseph. In particular he talks about how Joseph was sold as a slave 
by his brothers, and sent on a journey that normally would only mean one thing, a life of labor and premature 
death. It is in these circumstances that Joseph finds himself. Despite these circumstances God still moves and 
works in a mighty way. 

Though Joseph’s life meets these serious trials and tribulations God is still at work in Joseph’s life. Joseph is 
eventually appointed to be the head over all of Egypt next to Pharaoh. This is a position Joseph would have 
never been able to rise to, had it not been for the hand of God upon his life. This would not have been a posi-
tion he would be able to raise to had he not gone through the trials and tribulations that were necessary to get 
him there. Joseph even acknowledges this fact in the history when confronted by his brothers years later. 

 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today. (Genesis 50:20, ESV)  

 We cannot look past this story in the Bible, because we can’t look past the fact that God’s plans are not 
our plans. God’s ways are not out ways. We cannot look past the fact that sometimes victory lays on the other 
side of pain and suffering. Lest we forget the cross of our savior.  We meant it to bring evil against Him, but 
He meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive (saved), as they are today. 

How about us? Can we truly think this way about our life when challenges and struggles come our way? Can 
we understand when trials come that God is right there walking through it with us making it all worth it? I 
think something we recognize clearly in the full narrative of the Bible is that life is hard, and without Christ 
there is no reward for our struggle. Christ is the one who makes all things worth it. One of my mentors once 
told me, “God never said it would be easy but God did say it was going to be worth it.” 

(Continued on page 2) 
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FRIDAY  August 
12th 6:00pm  

SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICE 

Leaving the building! 
The first Sunday of the month the Even-

ing Worship Service is held at the  
Sullivan Healthcare & Rehab Center on  

Hawthorne Drive at the south edge of 
Sullivan. 

Join in at 4:00 PM on August 7th 

as Pastor Brandon brings a message and 
the residents enjoy singing hymns. 

They love company and you will be 
blessed! 

Come and join us for our Family Movie Night. 
We will be screening "The Lego Movie" on our 
new 1080p ultra high def projection system in the 
fellowship hall. There will be free popcorn, can-
dy, and beverages as well. Almost forgot, the 
movie is free also. Just as a reminder all kids un-
der the age of 15 must be supervised by an adult. 
Bring the whole family out and have a good 
wholesome night of entertainment in a wonderful 
place. 
 

Emmet (Chris Pratt), an ordinary LEGO figurine 
who always follows the rules, is mistakenly  
identified as the Special -- an extraordinary being 
and the key to saving the world. He finds himself 
drafted into a fellowship of strangers who are on a 
mission to stop an evil tyrant's (Will Ferrell) plans 
to conquer the world. Unfortunately for Emmet, 
he is hopelessly -- and hilariously -- unprepared 

Once again think about Joseph. If it was not for God, Joseph’s suffering would have never amounted to any-
thing. However, because of God, Joseph’s suffering is given meaning and purpose. Joseph is vindicated. 

Can we learn from the story of Joseph? Can we learn to trust that God is still there in the times that seem to be 
the most trying and difficult? Can we believe that no matter what we face or go through God has wrapped us 
in his loving arms, and He will never let go? 

              Pastor Brandon Zoll      

(Continued from page 1) 

INVITE CARDS TO SHARE 

Looking for a way to invite someone  
to church? 
Have one of the Sullivan Church of God  
invitation cards (business card size) 
handy to give as you invite them.  
There is a neat invitation on the back 
with  a map of where we are located and 
places to find us electronically for more 
info. 
Pick up a few today for your wallet or 
purse  so you’ll always have that info. 

 

It’s that time of year again, and Operation Gobbler Giveaway 2016 is a go.  This year we are planning to give 
away 125+ food baskets during the Thanksgiving holiday to families who would otherwise be unable to afford the 
food.  That is 25 more baskets than we did last year, because it became very clear last year there is a great need 
within our community. 
Each food basket will contain a variety of items that will be collected on certain dates for the next several months.  
The full item list, amounts needed, and dates they will be collected is as follows. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our hope with this list of food items, is to provide a full thanksgiving meal for 
an entire family.  Each one of these food baskets will cost around 60.00 dollars.  This event, like every year, is indeed going to 
be a communal effort, and our hopes is to someday see every mouth fed at Thanksgiving through Operation Gobbler Giveaway.  
This is why we need you.  Let us all join together and seek to provide for this great need right outside our front door, and let us 
all make Sullivan, Illinois, a better place to live. 

Egg Noodles - 125 - October 16th 
Marshmallows - 125 - October 23rd 
Pumpkin Pie Mix - 125 - October 30th 
Cranberry - 125 - November 6th 
Yams - 125 - November 13th 
Rolls - 125 - November 20th 
Butter - 125 - Purchased From Cash Donations 
Cool Whip - 125 - Purchased From Cash Donations 
Turkey - 125 - Purchased From Cash Donations 

Green Beans - 250 - August 7th 
Corn - 250 - August 14th 
Mushroom Soup - 125 - August 21st 
Jif Pie Crust - 125 - August 28th 
Turkey Stuffing - 200 - September 4th 
Mashed Potatoes - 200 - September 11th 
Gravy Packet - 250 - September 18th 
French Fried Onions - 125 - September 25th 
Chicken Broth - 125 - October 2nd 
Canned Milk - 125 - October 9th 
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We want to thank everyone who made this 
years trip to Haiti possible.  It goes without 
saying that many lives were touched and 
changed by the trip. Not only did our team 
have the pleasure of continuing to help the 
rebuilding process of the country.  We also 
were able to take care of the least of these.  
We had many opportunities to love on     
orphans by playing games, giving gifts, and 
teaching them the gospel. We also had an 
amazing opportunity to give our group’s  
testimony and purpose for coming to Haiti 
on the radio. 
 

It was such an amazing trip, and we are still 
seeing the results of the harvest from the 
seeds that have been planted there over the 
past few years our missions team has been 
invested there.  We look forward to seeing 
what God will continue to do through us as 
we continue to find new and better ways to 
bless our brothers and sisters in Haiti. 

HAITI MISSION TRIP  JULY 6-14th 

Reflection on Haiti by Jessica Conlin 

Our trip to Haiti this month was unforgettable. Our team was amazing. Even when I felt like I couldn't 
be of any help, someone would give me a job to do that made me feel just as important as the rest, 
even if I wasn't physically as strong. Each person on our team brought a different skill set to the ta-
ble which helped us to be successful on our mission. I would be proud for my boys to turn out like 
any one of the four men from Sullivan Church of God that was a part of the missions team to Haiti -
 Larry Conlin Jr., Samuel Richardson,Brandon Zoll, and Daniel Brooke Webner 

Georgeton Charles lead our team with amazing skill. He is an outstanding young man, and his love 
for his hometown and fellow Haitians is inspiring. He is the kind of person that when he speaks, 
people hang on his every word. It will be amazing to see what God has in store for him in the future. 

Of course none of this would have been possible without God. I'm still amazed at how He used each 
and every one of us to change lives - both the Haitians and our own. 

It was truly wonderful to be able to work side by side with the people of Leogane to help rebuild their 
church that was destroyed in 2010. It's surprising how much you can communicate with someone 
when you don't speak their language - through a smile, thumbs up, or a hand shake. Even children 
as young as 9 were working their hardest, knowing that it would mean they would get a meal that 
day. 

Our time at the orphanage was awesome. We were fortunate enough to get to play with and give 
gifts to the children. Seeing their faces light up, knowing we had brought a moment of joy into their 
lives, was a feeling I will never forget. 

The people in Haiti are awesome. Many examples of people truly living the Christian lifestyle, loving 
others as Jesus commanded us to. I fell in love with Haiti and plan on returning very soon. 

Pastor Brandon, Daniel Webner, Larry & Jessica Conlin, & Sam Richardson  

https://www.facebook.com/Larry.conlin.83
https://www.facebook.com/samuel.richardson.9659
https://www.facebook.com/brandon.zoll.5
https://www.facebook.com/brooke.webner
https://www.facebook.com/georgeton.charles
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Let’s Help SETH  Collect Toys for SHRINER’S KIDS 
 

Seth is 11 yrs. old (almost 12 on August 12th). January 15th 2013 Seth went and seen his primary 
care physician for a swollen knee and fluid. After months of Orthopedic appointments, and MRI, 
blood work Seth was diagnosed with arthritis , but was told to just wait it out and see what happens.  
On March 6th Seth had his first cortisone injection with a tablespoon of fluid drained. Still months of 
swollen knees with no relief, a call to Shriners Hospital was made. 1st appointment with Shriners was 
on May 17th, 2013. He was confirmed to have Juvenile Rheumatoid Arthritis. July 19th, 2013 Seth 
started methotrexate for swelling in the left knee, then it went to more injections, naproxen, physical 
therapy, fitted for a shoe insert, then humira. The Humira never really got his symptoms under con-
trol. Then the arthritis moved from the knee to the ankle, then to the fingers. On August 18th, 2015 
Seth was affected by arthritis in 17 joints. This is when he started doing Enbrel injections. I could list it 
all but we would be here forever. In total he's had 7 cortisone injections in his knee.  
Shriners Hospital has been such a blessing to not only him personally but to his family. Shriners covers all the expenses after your 

insurance pays. If a patient doesn't have insurance then they cover it all. There are some children that have been going to Shriners 

their entire lives and will continue to go.  

On July 11Seth went into Shriners to have some fluid drained from his knee. Upon arriving Seth and his sister Lydia were taken 
into a room and got to pick out a toy to take home with them. How amazing is this!!!  
 

Seth is wanting to do a Toy Drive. He wants to try and collect as many toys as he can to take down to Shriners on his next visit 

so he can be a blessing to another child who is coming to Shriners to cheer them up. If you are interested or have questions, 

please contact the church office 217-728-7855. We will also be more than willing to come and pick anything up.  

There is a box in the foyer.                      Daniel & Brooke Webner (Seth’s Parents) 

BEACH PARTY AND 

LOCKIN RECAP 
 

The Youth Group had an amazing time at 
our first ever Beach Party / Lockin.  We had 
an amazing time of fun, food, and worship at 
Sullivan Beach.  The fun only continued 
when we returned to the church for an even-
ing full of fun games, movies, and many 
laughs. 
 

There may have been a game that included 
eating baby food.  Needless to say everyone 
had an amazing time.  With this being said, 
please continue to pray for our Youth as we 
make an all out effort as a church to develop 

and grow this ministry 

THANK YOU to EVERYONE who sup-
ported the Youth with their many fundraisers. 
We were able to send 19 children & youth to 
Camp Warren this year. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:00—7 pm 

3 
 

 

George 

Ledbetter 
 

Cody & Melanie 

Brands 

4 5 6 
 

Ameila 

Hendry 

7 Sun S. 9am 
Worship 10am 

 

Evening Worship  

5:00 PM   
 

Worship Team 
Practice 
6:00 pm  

Sheila Smith 

Jim Smith 

Brenda Wade 

8 
 
Refit 6:30pm 

9  
Piano Lessons 
3:00—7 pm 

 
 

Lydia  

Webner 

10  6:00 PM  

KUC 
6:30 PM   

Adult Bible Study 
Children & Ignite Youth  

11 
Refit 6:30pm 

12 Movie 

Night 6:00 pm 
LEGO  

MOVIE 
Seth  

Webner 
 

Leon  

Turner 

13  
 

BOOK 
Family 
F. Hall 

14 Sun S. 9am 
Worship 10am 

 

Evening Worship  

5:00 PM   
 

Worship Team 
Practice 
6:00 pm  

Helen 

Glazebrook 

15 
Refit 6:30pm 

 
Susie  

Burgess 

16 
Piano Lessons 
3:00—7 pm 

176:00 PM  

 
 
 
 

6:00 pm  KUC 
6:30 PM   

Adult Bible Study 
Children & Ignite Youth 

 

Ron & Wilma 

Powell  

18 
Refit 6:30pm 

19 20 

21 
Sun S. 9am 

Worship 10am 
 

Evening Worship  

5:00 PM   
 

Worship Team 
Practice 
6:00 pm  

22 
Refit 6:30pm 

23 
Piano Lessons 
3:00—7 pm 

24  6:00 PM  

KUC 
6:30 PM   

Adult Bible Study 
Children & Ignite Youth  

25 
Refit 6:30pm 

26 27 

28 
Sun S. 9am 

Worship 10am 
Promotion Sun. 

 

Evening Worship  

5:00 PM   
 

Worship Team 
Practice 
6:00 pm  

29 
Refit 6:30pm 

 
 

Tyler & 

Laney Cruit 

30 
Piano Lessons 
3:00—7 pm 

31 6:00 PM  

KUC 
6:30 PM   

Adult Bible Study 
Children & Ignite Youth  

 
 

  

August 2016 

EGYPT JosEPh’s JournEY  - VBS 6:00—8:00 PM 

Fun Water Games 
Cool Refreshments 

For Ages PRESCHOOL  
and UP 

 

Wear swim suits with T-Shirt over 
  

Be sure and bring a towel for 
the ride home so you 

won’t get  
      your car wet. 
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321 N. West St., Sullivan, IL   
PH 217-728-7855   
Email:office@sullivanchog.org 
Web::wwwsullivanchog.org 

It’s Almost Here! Visit Egypt : Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace 

Families step back in time at Egypt, exploring the life of Joseph    
Families will step back in time at Egypt, exploring the life of Joseph.   

 

Kids and adults participate in a memorable Bible-times marketplace, sing catchy 
songs, play teamwork-building games, dig into Egyptian eats, visit Joseph in pris-
on and then in his palace home, and collect Bible Memory Markers to remind 
them of God’s Word. Plus, everyone learns to look for evidence of God all 
around them through something called God Sightings. Each day concludes at 
Celebration—a time of upbeat worship that gets everyone involved. Egypt will 
run from 6pm to 8pm each day.  

 

To register your family for this years Vacation Bible School grab a form in the foyer or 
register online at www.sullivanchog.org/egypt. Spaces are filling fast. 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP   
 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
KIDS CHOIR 6:00 pm 

BIBLE STUDIES  
- all ages  6:30 PM 

IGNITE  Youth  
(6th - 8th) 

 

 OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday 8:30 - 5:00 
Tuesday 8:00 - 5:00 

Wednesday 8:00 - 5:00 
Thursday 8:00 - Noon 
Friday - Office Closed 

 

Church Phone:  
728-7855 

 
Pastor Brandon’s Cell 

Email:brandon.zoll 
@sullivanchog.org 

812-215-0702 
Chris Smith’s Cell 

720-876-7642 
Email:chris.smith 
@sullivanchog.org 

Expanding Christ’s 
Kingdom 

August 1st  - 5th 


