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“We will be a church that brings about conversion and transformation by being the representation of 
Christ to our community, because we provide refuge for the lost and broken, promote strong, healthy 

 spiritual families, and represent a body of Spirit led worship.” 

SEPTEMBER   Expanding Christ’s Kingdom Through Faith, Hope, & Love        2016 

A Note from Pastor Brandon 

As the people of Israel were about to cross the Jordan and lay hold of the land God had promised to them they 
were faced with some of the biggest challenges, struggles, and temptations.  In fact, 40 years prior, they were 
in the same exact place and failed to trust God missing their opportunity to go where it was He had promised 
them.  As they stood there again Moses gave his final speech to the whole congregation as he handed over the 
mantle of leadership to Joshua. Moses reminded them of the challenges they faced, but also reminded them of 
the promise that was made. In this it also reminded them that it is through the ability of God that they were to 
lay hold of the promised land, and forever these words stand out as Israel’s war cry. May they be ours as well. 
 

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with 
you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6, ESV) 
 

Change is happening, and it is happening fast. God is moving us further and further towards the vision He has 
for our church. May we, stay faithful in the mission and true to the values He has bestowed upon us. May we, 
stay strong and courageous.  May we, truly be a church that expands Christ's Kingdom through faith, hope, 
and love. 
 

It brings me much joy to announce some staff and leadership changes that are occurring in the next several 
weeks.  In particular Jeannette Zoll is officially stepping down as the Team Leader of Christian Education to 
fully devote herself and focus on being our Children's Ministry Director.  With this being said, Brooke Web-
ner has accepted the calling to be our new Christian Education team leader. On top of this Laney Cruit has 
recently answered the call to head up our Churches Audio and Visual ministries, and Rachael Smith has ac-
cepted the call to head up our new Women's Ministry starting in September. Let us pray for these women of 
faith, and ask that God will work mightily through their ministries. We are blessed to have each and every one 
of them a part of our church family. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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In these staff changes and leadership changes it also brings me much joy to announce the kickoff of our Men's 
and Women's Ministries with both starting this September, and meeting weekly on Wednesday nights.  These 
meetups will be headed up by Daniel Webner and Rachael Smith, and will be focused on how to truly be men 
and women of faith.  There will be two kickoff events as well in September for these groups.  The men’s 
group kickoff is on September 11th after church on Sunday, and the women’s group kickoff is September 
23rd.  Make sure to look inside the newsletter for more information.  Also stay tuned for more information as 
these new groups begin to go forth and expand Christ's Kingdom. 
 

Also if you are not aware we have fully entered the 2016 Gobbler Giveaway season.  Make sure to take a look 
at the inside of the newsletter to find out how you can help out with this year's giveaway.  We are planning to 
help over 125 families this year, and it takes a community to accomplish such a task.  We want to thank you 
for your continued faithfulness and support of this mission to feed the hungry. 
 

What a joyous time for us as a church.  May we, continue to walk hand in hand with one another, and trust 
God to bring us to the land, make us into the church, that was promised.    
                 

             Pastor Brandon Zoll      

(Continued from page 1) 

SUNDAY NIGHT SERVICE 

Leaving the building! 
The first Sunday of the month the Evening Wor-

ship Service is held at the  
Sullivan Healthcare & Rehab Center on  

Hawthorne Drive at the south edge of Sullivan. 
Join in at 4:00 PM on September 4th 

as Pastor Brandon brings a message and the resi-
dents enjoy singing hymns. 

They love company and you will be blessed! 

 

INVITE CARDS TO SHARE 

Looking for a way to invite someone  
to church? 
Have one of the Sullivan Church of God  
invitation cards (business card size) handy to 
give as you invite them.  
There is a neat invitation on the back with  a 
map of where we are located and places to 
find us electronically for more info. 
Pick up a few today for your wallet or purse  
so you’ll always have that info. 
 

 

It’s that time of year again, and Operation Gobbler 
Giveaway 2016 is a go.  This year we are planning to 
give away 125+ food baskets during the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday to families who would otherwise be unable to afford the 
food.  That is 25 more baskets than we did last year, because it be-
came very clear last year there is a great need within our communi-
ty. 
Each food basket will contain a variety of items that will be collect-
ed on certain dates for the next several months.  Our hope with this 
list of food items, is to provide a full thanksgiving meal for an en-
tire family.  Each one of these food baskets will cost around 60.00 
dollars.  This event, like every year, is indeed going to be a commu-
nal effort, and our hopes is to someday see every mouth fed at 
Thanksgiving through Operation Gobbler Giveaway.  This is why 
we need you.  Let us all join together and seek to provide for this 
great need right outside our front door, and let us all make Sullivan, 
Illinois, a better place to live. 

188 
125 
80 
10 
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Corn/62 
Cream of Mushroom Soup/28 
Jiffy Pie Crust Mix/45 
Turkey Stuffing/195 
Mashed Potatoes/200 
Gravy Packet/246 
French Fried Onions/125 
Chicken Broth/125 
Canned Milk/125 
Egg Noodles/125 
Marshmallows/125 
Pumpkin Pie Mix/125 
Cranberry Sauce/125 
Yams/125 
Rolls/125 

Items Received Amount Needed 

Aug.14     
Aug. 21  
Aug. 28  
Sept.  4   
Sept. 11  
Sept. 18  
Sept. 25  
Oct.   2 
Oct.   9  
Oct. 16  
Oct. 23   
Oct. 30  
Nov.  6  
Nov. 13  
Nov. 20  

The full item list, amounts needed, and dates 
they will be collected is as follows. 

Butter, Cool Whip and Turkeys will be  purchased from cash donations. 

Next GOBBLER MTG. 
SEPT. 22-6:30pm 

2016 Gobbler Giveaway 
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FAITH PROMISE SUNDAY is coming SEPTEMBER 25th 

Get all the info from the back cover of this Connections. 

SHOEBOX  
GOAL 

 100  

The HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
CARE-A-VANNERS are in Sullivan for 
six weeks building a new home on Faith 
Drive. While they are in town, they camp at 
the Faith Lutheran Church and love the hos-
pitality of the Sullivan community and 
churches. 
 
The SCOG Missions Team will be hosting 
them for lunch on Thursday, Sept. 8 and 
Thurs., Sept. 22 .   
 
Please be in prayer for the care-a-vanners   
who volunteer their time and labor for this 
wonderful ministry that gives a “Hands up” 
to help families become homeowners . 
 
 

Congratulations to: 
Ron & Wilma Powell who celebrated  

their 60th Wedding Anniversary  

on August 17th.  

 

THANK YOU 
Thanks to everyone for the well wishes and remem-
brances on our anniversary. We have such great friends. 
 

Love to All, Ron & Wilma 

 
Have you ever wished that you could meet just one of the children who have 
received a shoe box gift? Wouldn’t that be amazing?!   

NOW IS YOUR CHANCE!!!!! 
On Saturday, September 17, Operation Christmas Child will be presenting a 
“Full Circle” story event at the Crossover Church,  

1111 Broadway, Mattoon from 10:00—11:30 am. 
(Our Shoebox shipping center where we take our filled shoeboxes in November.) 

 
This will be a very special opportunity to hear the story of a young girl from 
Ukraine who received a simple shoe box gift as a child and how it touched her life. 
This is an event you will not want to miss! Experience firsthand what a simple gift 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX 
TIME IS HERE!!  
It’s a great time to pick up those crayons, markers, pencils, scis-
sors, etc., before those “back to school” sales end. Check out sum-
mer clearance items for flip-flops, t-shirts, toys, water bottles, 
beach balls, jump ropes, etc. 
We will be getting some of the G.O. (Gospel Opportunity) boxes  
to pack, but could use some more shoeboxes to wrap and use. Rub-
bermaid shoeboxes & cardboard shoeboxes are great to use. If you 
have any of these,  please, leave at the office so they can be 
wrapped and used. 
SHOEBOX DEDICATION WEEK Begins  
Nov. 13. I know that seems like a long time away but it will be 
here before you know it. 
 

There will be at least a couple of packing nights where  we can 
share items to pack with each other to complete more boxes. 
Something we never have enough of is toothbrushes, toothpaste 
and bars of ivory soap. ( Please make sure the expiration date 
on the toothpaste is for at least 2017) 

Remember in Prayer 
Hospitalized in  
 August:  

 

Lena Graves who is now  
recovering at home from  
surgery. 
 
Be sure and check the back of 
the Sunday Worship Folder 

for the many prayer needs. 
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New Women’s Ministry @ Sullivan Church of God 
 

He calls us "Beloved" - We are daughters of the King, created to live in 
victory and freedom! 
 

September kicks off our Women's ministry here at Sullivan Church of 
God! Dear women, beloved and beautiful daughters, the Lord is inviting 

you to find rest at His feet. To give Him every burden that weighs you down, every pain that cripples you, 
every secret that shames you. He wants all of you, because He created you fearfully and wonderfully and 
He loves you! He is at the edge of His seat, just waiting for you to accept His invitation. Just waiting for 
you to surrender to Him. He calls to us, "My Beloved, come to Me. Stop striving. Stop worrying. I am here 
to replace your fear with joy, your hate with love, your brokenness with healing. I am here to give you a 
beautiful headdress instead of ashes and a song of gladness instead of mourning." Our desire is to create a 
safe place where women can come together, be vulnerable with each other and with the Lord, lift each  
other in prayer and love, and encourage each other to live victorious lives. May we become women of faith 
who every day choose to believe the truth of the Lord over the lies of the enemy. May we grow to find our 
joy in the love of our good, good Father, our freedom in the salvation of Jesus Christ, and our victory in the 
power of the Holy Spirit! 
 

Women’s Group will meet weekly Wednesday nights at 6:30pm. 
 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY KICKOFF DINNER ON SEPTEMBER 23rd
 

 

Calling all ladies! All daughters of the King! Calling all women of faith! Join us on Friday evening, Sep-
tember 23rd for our kick-off event to our women's ministry here at Sullivan Church of God. We will have a 
Potluck dinner, starting at 6pm, at Chris and Rachael Smith's home in Bethany. The evening will be a fun 
time of yummy food and warm fellowship, and a great time to just be women together! If you can't be there 
by 6pm, please feel welcome to still come and arrive when you can. There will be a Potluck sign up sheet 
in the lobby. If you are able, please sign up to bring something delicious to share for dinner. You can 
RSVP by signing up on the Potluck sign up sheet or by texting/calling Rachael Smith at 720-876-7695. 
Their address is 120 North Lincoln Street in Bethany, Illinois. 
 

 
 

   MEN’S MINISTRY KICKOFF 

 

There has been a serious gap in ministry the past several years, and that gap has been 
with our men.  We feel it is important for us to build up the men of the church to be 
men of God, and it is our hope to live out the command of Paul in 1 Corinthians 
16:13, 
 

“Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.” 
 

With this being said we would like to introduce our new Men’s Ministry at Sullivan 
Church of God.  The men of the church will be meeting weekly Wednesday night at 

6:30pm, but will also have various fun, engaging, and manly events throughout the year. 
 
For starters we will be kicking off our men’s ministry with a Kickoff Party.   
 

Football - Meat - Fellowship 
 

On Sunday September 11th we are having a Men’s Kickoff event that you do not want to miss.  We will be streaming 
football games, eating appetizers, and having fun in the fellowship hall.  We will also have the grill going for anyone 
who would like to bring in their own meat and cook it.  This is a place for men to simply be men, and to encourage 
and build one another up in our Lord Jesus Christ.  The kick off Party will be from 11:30am to 2:30ish.  It is not a 
big deal if you can’t stay for the whole thing.  We would still love to have you stop by.  
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BACK 2 SCHOOL BASH 
 

The Back 2 School Bash this year was a huge suc-
cess.  We decided to do a family day in the park, and it 
was a complete blast.  Not only were we able to reach 
into our community in a more impactful way, but we 
were able to shake up the status quo for this annual 
event.  The Christian Education Team definitely pulled 
out all the stops and threw an amazing event.  We look 
forward to seeing the harvest that comes from the seeds 
planted this year. 

PROMOTION SUNDAY 
 

At Sullivan Church of God we value families. In particular we desire to be a community that helps develop strong 
healthy spiritual families, because we believe and know that if we are successful in this we too as a community of faith 
will also be a strong healthy and spiritual family.  In this we take Children and Youth ministry very seriously.  We be-
lieve the words of the teacher in Proverbs, 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. 
 

This last Sunday we were blessed to be able to move up 
15 students to the next Sunday School class.  Join us in the 
celebration of our children growing in the faith 

 A game of Drip, Drip, Drop 

A life size Jenga game 

 Awards for Promotions 

Addison, Dalton, and Gabby promoting to 
High School with Pastor Brandon and Chris. 



 

6 

 Messy Bash Recap 
This past Saturday, August 27th, the 
Church hosted the first annual Messy 
Bash. The Messy Bash is a fun event 
put on for the youth in our church to 
celebrate the end of summer and the 
beginning of their new school year. We 
had many of our youth in attendance 
and all had a great time of fun and fel-
lowship. God provided us with perfect 

weather despite the forecast calling for thunderstorms. 
God is so good! 

 

We had many games and they were messy! 
Some of the games we played were messy duck-duck-
goose, messy water balloon toss, steal the watermelon, 
and even a messy slip and slide. Allow me to explain one 
of our games to give a better understanding of the  sheer 
messiness of the event. The youth very much enjoyed messy duck-duck-goose. This game observes all the tra-
ditional rules of duck-duck-goose but adds a simple but messy twist. As the person who was “it” walked around 
the circle they were armed with an egg, whip cream, a mixture of chocolate pudding and oats, or a concoction of 
all three. They selected the person to chase them around the circle by smashing the messy item on the top of 
their head. The youth loved this game and will be one played at next year's Messy Bash. Thank you to all of the 
volunteers that gave of their time and we can't wait to make next year's Messy Bash even Messier! 
 

  Black-Tie Dinner        
The Black-Tie Dinner is a fundraising event hosted by your 
youth to help them with their State Youth Conference costs. 
This event will be hosted in the gym at Sullivan Church of 
God on September 9th from 5 to 8PM. It costs $20 per cou-
ple to attend this event and any “tips” left on the table would 
be greatly appreciated. Once again, all proceeds of this 
event will go to the youths expenses for this year's State 
Youth Convention. Childcare will be provided by Rachael 
Smith in the sanctuary. They will be watching Veggie-Tales 
and enjoying popcorn while you dine. Although the event is 
called The Black-Tie Dinner black tie attire is not required. 
We are striving to create a quiet romantic atmosphere for 
our guests. Even if you do not have a significant other, bring 
a friend and support our youth. The menu includes a garden 
salad, cream cheese pinwheels, balsamic lemon-herb chick-
en served with steamed broccoli and mashed potatoes, and 
a turtle brownie sundae for dessert. We thank you in ad-
vance for all the donations and the continued support of our 
youth ministry here at Sullivan Church of God.  

State Youth Convention 

 

This years theme for State Youth Convention is Limitless. The sky's the limit. I truly believe this. Why? In 
 Ephesians 3:20 we are reminded that God is able to do immeasurably more than we could hope or imagine. I 
am excited about the convention this year! There is so much energy and potential when 500 people come  
together, worship and focus on a limitless God. This year’s convention is about passionately seeking God so 
that every person embraces their limitless potential in Christ. The convention is returning to the beautiful  
Embassy Suites Convention Center in East Peoria, IL on November 18th through the 20th. Deposits for this 
year’s convention are $50 and we need those turned in by September 25th for every youth attending. You can 
bring your deposit by the church office or send it with your student on Wednesday’s or Sunday’s and I will collect 
it from them. We hope to have your student attending this year. It will be a transformational experience. 
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SEPTEMBER 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
Refit 6:30pm 

2 3 
 
Rick & Janet 

McFarland 

4  Sun S. 9am 
Worship 10am 

 

4:00 PM   
Nursing Home  

5:00 pm The Bible 
Project 

6:00 pm  
Worship Team 
7:00pm Youth 

Worship 

5 
Labor Day 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

6 
6:30 pm CE 
Meeting 
 
Piano Lessons 
3-7:00 PM 
 

 

7 
10:30-Noon 
Staff Meeting 
 
6:00 PM KUC 

6:30 PM   
Adult Bible Study 
Children & Ignite 

Youth  
Men’s Group 

Women’s Group 

8 
Habitat Meal 
Noon 
 
Refit 6:30pm 

9 
Black Tie 

Event 
5-8 pm 

 
Brandon Zoll 

10 
Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
8am—2 pm 
Jim & Sheila Smith 
 
 

11 Sun S. 9am 
Worship 10am 

Men’s Ministry 
Kickoff 11:30-2:30 

5:00 PM   
The Bible Project 

6 pmWorship 
Team  

7:00 pm Youth 
Worship Practice 

12 
Refit 6:30pm 
 
 
 
Phoebe Zoll 

13 
6:30 pm  
Elders Meeting 
 
 
Piano Lessons 
3-7:00 PM 

14 
      6:00 PM  

KUC 
6:30 PM   

Adult Bible Study 
Children & Ignite 

Youth  
Men’s Group 

Women’s Group 

15 
Refit 6:30pm 
 

Gobbler  
Giveaway  
Signups 
Begin 

16 
OKAW VALLEY 
HOMECOMING 

17 
 
 

18  Sun S.9am 
Worship 10am 

PM- Rankin  
Reunion Pavilion 

 

5:00 PM   
The Bible Project 

6 pm Worship 
Team  

7:00 pm Youth 
Worship Practice 

19 
Refit 6:30pm 
 
Troy & Janice 

Garriott 

 

Craig & Nicole 

Hendry 

20 
Cub Scouts 
6-7:00 PM 

 
Piano Lessons 
3-7:00 PM 

21 
6:00 PM  

KUC 
6:30 PM   

Adult Bible Study 
Children & Ignite 

Youth  
Men’s Group 

Women’s Group 

22 
Habitat Meal 

Noon 
 

Refit 6:30pm 
 

Gobbler  
Meeting 7 pm 
Couch Room 

 

23 
Women’s 
Ministry 
Kickoff 6 pm 

 
Craig Hendry 

24 
 
Mike & Donna 

Fowler 

25 Sun S.9am 
Worship 10am 

Faith Promise  
Potluck 
5:00 PM   

The Bible Project 

6 pmWorship 
Team  

7:00 pm Youth 
Worship Practice 

 
Gene Denton 

26 
Refit 6:30pm 

27 
BSA F. Hall 
 
 
 
Piano Lessons 
3-7:00 PM 

28 
6:00 PM  

KUC 
6:30 PM   

Adult Bible Study 
Children & Ignite 

Youth  
Men’s Group 

Women’s Group 

29 
Refit 6:30pm 
 
 
Angela Bailey 

30  

Our Daily Bread devotionals are available in the 
foyer . This is a daily devotion with scripture refer-

ence and a handy Topic Index in the back. 
These are free and available to all. 
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321 N. West St., Sullivan, IL   
PH 217-728-7855   
Email:office@sullivanchog.org 
Web::wwwsullivanchog.org 

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP   
 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
KIDS CHOIR 6:00 pm 

BIBLE STUDIES  
- all ages  6:30 PM 

IGNITE  Youth  
(6th - 8th) 

 

 OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday 8:30 - 5:00 
Tuesday 8:00 - 5:00 

Wednesday 8:00 - 5:00 
Thursday 8:00 - Noon 
Friday - Office Closed 

 

Church Phone:  
728-7855 

 
Pastor Brandon’s Cell 

Email:brandon.zoll 
@sullivanchog.org 

812-215-0702 
Chris Smith’s Cell 

720-876-7642 
Email:chris.smith 
@sullivanchog.org 

 

Expanding Christ’s 
Kingdom 

 
FAITH PROMISE SUNDAY 

 SEPTEMBER 25th 
A Celebration of Missions 

 
 
 

We will have our regular wonderful worship service time. 
You are invited to join us in a great time of great examples of Faith.  

There will be a preview of the many ministries that your  
Faith Promise Blessings have helped to fruition.. 

 

Once a year we take Faith Promise Pledges for the upcoming year.  
It’s an amazing time to see what God is doing and to step out in 

faith to see what God will do! 
 

An All Church Potluck will follow the morning worship. 
Delicious pork loin roast will be the main course. Also table service 
and beverages will be furnished. Just bring a side dish or two to go 

with the meat. 
An announcement will be made at the potluck on the Total Pledge 

amounts for the upcoming year for missions. 
 

Plan on joining in on this exciting time. It’s not about money. 
It’s about Missions and Faith. 


